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Grade.  VI I .  

Supplementary: 2.  Bringing up Kari.  

 

 

 

Kari,  t he Elephant  has a Daily Rout ine 

Kar i was f ive mont hs old when he came under  t he car e of  t he nar r at or .  The nar r at or , 

t oo, was a young boy, mer ely nine year s old. The nar r at or  could r each Kar i’s back if  he st ood on 

his t oes.  Kar i r emained of  t he same height  of  t he next  2 year s.  Bot h t he nar r at or  and Kar i 

gr ew simult aneously.  Kar i lived in a pavilion under  a t hat ched r oof  wit h t hick t r ee st umps t o 

pr event  him f r om f alling.  Ever y mor ning Kar i and t he nar r at or  used t o go t o t he r iver  f or  bat h. 

Kar i used t o lie down on t he sand bank while t he nar r at or  used t o r ub and clean him.  Af t er  t hat , 

kar i would spend a longt ime in  t he wat er  and when he would come out  of  it , he would be in a 

ver y happy st at e. 

 

Kari’s Eat ing Habit s.  

Kar i did not  eat  much, but  st ill he consumed about  f or t y pounds of  t wigs ever y day.   The 

nar r at or  would leave him on t he edge of  t he j ungle while he went  t o get  f ood f or  Kar i.  The 

nar r at or  would descr ibe how he had t o be ver y car ef ul about  t he select ion of  t he t wigs as an 

elephant  does not  consume mut ilat ed t wigs.  The nar r at or  would spend half  an hour  t o shar pen 

t he hat chet  r equir ed f or  t he same. 

 

Kari Screams t o seek t he Narrat or’s Help 

While t he nar r at or  was busy select ing t wigs and young br anches of  t he banyan t r ee, he 

hear s Kar i scr eaming f or  help .  Since Kar i was r eally young t he nar r at or  get s wor r ied  t hat  

somebody was hur t ing him. 

The nar r at or  hur r ied t o Kar i’s r escue but  he was not  t her e wher e t he nar r at or  had lef t  

him. 
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As t he nar r at or  r eached t he edge of  t he wat er , he saw somet hing black st r uggling above 

t he sur f ace of  t he wat er . Soon, The nar r at or  f elt  t hat  Kar i was dr owning in t he wat er .  The 

nar r at or  f elt  helpless as it  was dif f icult  f or  him t o j ump int o t he wat er  and r escue Kar i as it  

weighed f our  hundr ed pounds.  But , t hat  ver y moment  t he nar r at or  saw Kar i emer ging f r om t he 

wat er .  He pushed t he nar r at or  int o t he st r eam t owar ds a young boy who lay f lat  on t he bot t om 

of  t he r iver . 

 

The Narrat or wit h t he Help of  Kari Saves t he Boy 

The nar r at or , seeing t he boy somewhat  af loat , went  back int o t he wat er .  Kar i st ood 

t her e, his f eet  f ir mly r oot ed in t he sand and his t r unk  st r et ched out  t owar ds t he nar r at or  as 

if  of f er ing his hand t o him.  Since t he nar r at or  was not  a good swimmer , it  was dif f icult  f or  him 

t o save t he boy.  Kar i, at  t hat  point , came half way int o t he wat er  and wit h his t r unk t r ied t o pull 

out  t he nar r at or . 

 

Kari’s Love f or Bananas Renders him a Punishment  

 Accor ding t o t he nar r at or , Kar i was no less t han a baby.  The nar r at or  f elt  t hat  kar i 

needed t o be t r ained, else he would be up t o some or  t he ot her  mischief .  Once Kar i at e some 

bananas and suddenly gr ew ver y f ond of  t he bananas. I n t he nar r at or ’s house, lar ge plat es of  

f r uit s wer e kept  on t he dining t able.  Disappear ance of  bananas soon became a r egular  f eat ur e. 

Somet imes t he blame f ell upon t he ser vant s and at  ot her  t imes t he nar r at or  was declar ed t he 

culpr it . 

 Soon, t he nar r at or  r ealized t hat  Kar i was r esponsible f or  t he myst er ious disappear ance 

of  t he bananas.  The nar r at or , t hen, showed t he r eal t hief  t o his par ent s and also scolded Kar i. 

Kar i was so ashamed t hat  he never  again dar ed t o seal anyt hing .  Never t heless when someone 

of f er ed him f r uit s he would be r eally delight ed.  Elephant s ar e willing t o be punished wit hout  a 

r eason, t hey r emember  it  and pay it  back. 

 

Kari’s  Training 

 Elephant s r equir e t o be t r ained.  They need t o be t aught  when t o walk, when t o sit , when 

t o slow down, and so on. I f  you say ‘dhat ’ and pull t hem by t heir  ear s, t hey would lear n t o sit  

down similar ly, if  you say ‘mali’ and pull t heir  t r unk, t hey would lear n t hat  it  is t he signal t o walk. 
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Kar i t ook t hr ee classes t o lear n ‘mali’ , but  it  t ook him 3 weeks t o lear n ‘dhat ’ .  I t  is impor t ant  

t o t each him t o sit  else humans would need a ladder  t o climb t heir  back.  An elephant  gr ows 

r eally t all in 2 t o 3 year s. 

 

The Mast er Call 

 I t  is ver y impor t ant  t o t each an elephant  t he mast er  call.  The mast er  call is  a hissing 

and howling sound as if  a snake or  a t iger  wer e f ight ing.  Elephant s need t o be t aught  t his call 

because t his is t he signal t hat  t he elephant  needs t o pull down t he t r ee t o f r ight en ot her  

animals.  This is usually given when one f eels lonely and f r ight ened in t he j ungle.    The elephant s 

can f r ight en all t he animals in t he j ungle by doing so. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  The enclosure in which Kari lived had a t hat ched roof  t hat  lay on t hick t ree st umps.  

Examine the illust rat ion of  Kari’s pavilion on page 8 and say why it  was built   t hat  way.  

 Kali lived in a pavilion under  a t hat ched r oof  wit h t hick t r ee st umps.  These t hick t r ee 

st umps wer e t her e in or der  t o pr event  t he r oof  f r om f alling whenever  Kar i bumped int o t he 

poles.  I t  was built  in t his way t o accommodat e t he heavy weight  of  an elephant .  

2.  Did Kari enj oy his morning bat h in t he river? Give a reason f or your answer.  

 Kar i f elt  r eally pleased af t er  his mor ning bat h in t he r iver . He would spend a long t ime in 

t he wat er  and give a squeal af t er  having his bat h. 

3.  Finding good t wigs f or Kari  t ook a long t ime.  Why? 

 Finding t wigs f or  Kar i was not  an easy t ask.  Elephant s did not  eat  mut ilat e t wigs.   So 

t he nar r at or  had t o be ver y car ef ul.  This also r equir ed a shar p hat chet . 

 I t  t ook about  half  an hour  t o shar pen t he hat chet .  Also, t he nar r at or  had t o climb all 

kind of  t r ees in or der  t o select  delicat e and t ender  t wigs. 

4.  Why did Kari push his f riend int o the st ream? 

 Kar i pushed his f r iend int o t he st r eam so t hat  he could help  t he young boy f r om 

dr owning. 
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5.  Kari was like a baby.   What  are t he main point s of  comparison? 

 The nar r at or  called Kar i a baby because Kar i was naught y and mischievous. 

 Once Kar i developed a love f or  bananas he st ar t ed st ealing bananas f r om t he f r uit  plat es  

t hat  wer e kept  on t he dining t able in t he nar r at or ’s house.  Fur t her mor e, his call would sound t o 

t he nar r at or  like a baby’s voice. 

6.  Kari helped himself  t o all the bananas in the house without  anyone not icing it .   How did 

he do it ? 

 Nobody not iced Kar i st ealing bananas because he would quiet ly come t owar ds t he dining 

r oom and t hr ough t he lar ge window near  t he t able, he would sneak out  bananas wit h his t r unk. 

7.  Kari learnt  the  commands t o sit  and t o walk,  What  were the inst ruct ions f or each 

command? 

 Kar i had t o be t r ained t o lear n t hat  how t o sit  and walk.  The wor d ‘dhat ’  spoken in his 

ear s was a signal f or  him t o sit  down. 

 Ut t er ing t he wor d ‘mali’ and pulling his t r unk was a signal f or  him t o walk. 

8.  What  is ‘the master call’? Why is it  the most  import ant  signal f or an elephant  t o learn? 

 The mast er  call was a st r ange hissing and howling sound, as if  snakes and t iger s wer e 

f ight ing.  I t  was a ver y impor t ant  signal f or  t he elephant s.  Mast er  call is a signal f or  t he 

elephant s t o pull down t he t r ees, t her eby scar ing  all t he ot her  animals in t he j ungle. 

 

 

 

 

1.   How old was Kari when he was brought  int o t he care of  t he narrat or? 

 Kar i was f ive mont hs old when t he nar r at or  f ir st  met  him. 

2.  How much f ood did Kari consume daily? 

 Kar i did not  eat  much, but  he st ill consumed about  f or t y pounds of  t wigs  on a daily basis. 

3.  Why did t he narrat or t hink that  Kari was in t rouble? 

 The nar r at or  t hought  t hat  Kar i was in t r ouble because Kar i was r eally young and his call 

f or  help was mor e like t hat  of  a baby cr ying f or  help t han of  a gr own up elephant . 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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4.  Why did t he narrat or scold Kari? 

 Having f ound out  t hat  Kar i was t he t hief , t he nar r at or  scolded Kar i because he knew t hat  

elephant s under st and wor ds. 

5.  What  does t he narrat or say about  t he elephant s and their at t it ude t owards 

punishment ? 

 The nar r at or  obser ved t hat  elephant s willingly accept  punishment  if  t hey have done 

somet hing wr ong.  However , if  t hey ar e unr easonably punished by us, t hey r emember  it  and pay 

us back in our  own coin. 

 

  

 

 

1.   What  change did t he narrat or not ice in Kari’s behaviour while t hey were t rying t o save 

t he young boy? 

 The nar r at or  obser ved t hat  Kar i is usually slow and ponder ous.  However , in an at t empt  

t o save t he young boy’s lif e. Kar i dar t ed down like a hawk and came half way int o t he wat er .  Kar i 

was quick t o act ion t o make all possible at t empt s t o save t he boy. 

2.  Why did t he narrat or f eel helpless in rescuing Kari? 

 The nar r at or  t hought  t hat  Kar i was get t ing dr owned in t he st r eam of  wat er .  However , 

he f elt  helpless because Kar i was much heavier  and higher  t han him.   

 Kar i weighed about  f ive hundr ed pounds and it  seemed impossible f or  t he nar r at or  t o 

car r y him on his back. 

3.  Why did the narrat or t hink t hat  t here was a snake thieving bananas  f rom the dining  

room? 

 The nar r at or , while sit t ing in t he dining r oom, saw a long, black t hink suddenly appear  

t hr ough t he window and disappear ing wit h all t he bananas.  The nar r at or  t hought  t hat  t his long, 

black t hing was pr obably a snake.  The nar r at or  was r eally scar ed as he had never  seen a snake 

eat ing bananas. 

4.  I n what  way did Kari react  t o t he scolding he received  f rom the narrat or? 

 Kar i under st ood t hat  ever yone was angr y wit h him, t he nar r at or , his f amily and even t he 

ser vant s.  His pr ide was gr eat ly inj ur ed, Ther ef or e, he never  again st ole anyt hing f r om t he 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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dining r oom.  At  t he same t ime, Kar i gr acef ully allowed himself  t o be scolded f or  he knew t hat  

he was wr ong. 

 

 

 

 

1.   How did t he narrat or f ind out  the t ruth about  the myst erious banana – t hief ? 

 The nar r at or  t hought  t hat  a t er r ible snake was t r ying t o sneak out  t he bananas f r om t he 

dining r oom.  As he walked out , t he nar r at or  was Kar i’s back disappear ing t owar ds  t he pavilion. 

 The nar r at or  was r eally f r ight ened and t her ef or e want ed t o r ush t owar ds Kar i, but  soon 

he r ealized t hat  t he long, black t hing he had seen was act ually Kar i’s t r unk. I t  is t hen t hat  t he 

nar r at or  r ealized t hat  t he myst er ious banana t hief  was Kar i.  

2.  Why is it  so essent ial t o t rain an elephant? 

 Elephant s need t o be t r ained and it  is impor t ant  t o t each t hem cer t ain signals and calls.  

For  inst ance, t he wor d ‘dhat ’ when spoken in an elephant  ear s which signals him t o sit  down.  

Teaching  t his call t o an elephant  is impor t ant  because it  would become impossible t o climb his 

back.  Similar ly, t he mast er  call t hat  an elephant  t akes about  f ive year s t o lear n is an impor t ant  

cue.  I t  indicat ed t he need t o f r ight en all t he ot her  animals in t he j ungle in or der  t o pr ot ect  

oneself . 

3.  What  happens when an elephant  act s in response t o the master call? 

 On hear ing t he mast er  call, t he elephant  begin t o pull down t he t r ees in f r ont  of  t hem 

wit h t heir  t r unks. 

 This f r ight ens all t he ot her  animals.  Wit h t he f alling down of  t he t r ees, monkeys begin 

t o r un f r om br anch t o br anch. 

 The st ages t oo, begin t o r un in all dir ect ions.  The t iger  get s scar ed as well and begins t o 

gr owl.  The elephant  keeps pulling down t r ees af t er  t r ees t ill it  has cr eat ed a sor t  of  a r oad out  

of  it . 

 

 

 

 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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1.  The chapt er discusses t wo very import ant  virt ues in Kari.  What  are they? 

 Kar i is a young elephant , despit e t hat  he does his best  in t r ying t o save t he lif e of  a 

young boy.  The nar r at or  obser ves t hat  Kar i was usually slow and ponder ous in his at t it ude. 

 However , t hat  ver y inst ant  he was moved t o quick act ion.  The second vir t ue seen in Kar i 

was his willingness in acknowledging his mist akes.  He allowed t he nar r at or  t o scold and punish 

him f or  he knew t hat  he was in t he wr ong. 
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You r eceive a phone call f r om your  mot her ’s f r iend, Mr s. Rakhi in her  absence and have 

t he f ollowing conver sat ion wit h t he speaker .  Wr it e a message, f or  your  mot her  as you have t o 

go f or  your  t uit ions.  Put  t he message in a box. 

Mr s. Rakhi  : Hello! I s t his 25258654? 

Smr it i  : Yes. May I  know  who’s calling? 

Mr s. Rakhi : I  am Mr s Rakhi. Can I  t alk t o Devika? 

Smr it i  : I  am af r aid Mot her  is not  at  home.  Do you have any message f or  her . 

Mr s. Rakhi : Yes, please t ell her  t hat  t he kit t y par t y f ixed t o t omor r ow i.e             

    25t h J anuar y has been cancelled? 

Smr it i  : I t  has been cancelled? 

Mr s. Rakhi : That ’s r ight  also t ell her  t hat  I  shall let  her  know as and when t he next

     dat e f or  t he par t y is f ixed. 

Smr it i  : Ok aunt y. I  shall t ell her .     

 

MESSAGE 

 

   24t h J anuar y, 2014                                                                                            11 : 30 am 

  Mumma 

          Mr s. Rakhi called in your  absence st at ing t hat  t he kit t y par t y scheduled f or  t omor r ow, 

i.e. 25 t h J anuar y has been cancelled.  She also said t hat  she would let  you know  as and when t he 

next  dat e f or  t he par t y is f ixed. 

Smr it i 

 

Solved Quest ions 

Message f or Mot her go f or Tuit ions 


